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Jozef Ashley

White man in his white van, 
Democracy’s executioner and hearse 
Now looking worse for wear, 
After parade and fear and scare-
mongering. 
White squares pasted on all sides, 
Furious with scratched red lines  
In racist crosses, bloody lies, 
The self-harming of voter’s pride. 

White man in his white van, 
Bastardisng liberty, calling her 
snowflake, 
Championing nationalism and calling him 
mate 
To placate northern towns sucked dry by 
austerity, 
Not the grateful calm serenity of 
asylum seekers.  
Politicians play devil’s advocate and 
grind  
Gristle and teeth against the lowest  
Reaches of red-top trash, fake-news 
cyanide. 

White man in his white van, 
Creating division and foot-hole cracks 
for  
Britain First snakes to outline lacks  
And scapegoat immigrants, as ignorance  
Lights fires in budget-cut stations. 
Speeches rip through facts, 
No anaesthetic, 
Just the hateful magnetic pull 
Of national fronts turning debates  
Into fox-hound hunts of liberals and 
hate, 
And drivel spouting hot from 
Racists tweets and slurring red-tops.  

White man in his white van, 
Thrashing gears to stop the Afghan 
And start the Orange Man 
And his run-away train, 
flying the colours 
Of building your walls 
And hating others. 

Wh
ite

 Va
n M

an



Dr. Mike Jackson 
The Emperor has no Clothes

I have the Brexit blues. 
While I probably can’t add much 
to the debate, I feel I have to 
express my frustration, angst 
even, about the Brexit state of 
play, and what it portends for 
this (soon to be impoverished) 
nation of ours. And hopefully 
explain to many of my blog 
followers and readers overseas 
what Brexit means. I offer no 
apologies for being decidedly 
pro-European Union (EU). 

Just over a month ago I returned 
from a five week vacation in the 
USA. Prior to traveling I had 
become increasingly depressed 
about the whole Brexit fiasco 
and where this incompetent Tory 
government was leading us. I’d 
even decreased my exposure to 
Twitter as the exasperation that 
I read there only fueled my own 
anxieties. So, I took a break 
from the news and Twitter for 
five weeks. My spirits revived. 

Five weeks on and I feel myself 
sinking into a state of despair 
once again. We’re still getting 
the Brexit is Brexit line from 
the government, and taking back 
control of our border, laws, and 
money. Following the publication 
of the ‘agreed’ but soon 
unraveling Chequers Plan that 
Theresa May foisted on her 
Cabinet, it’s clear that Leavers 
also  don’t have a plan for what 
happens following Brexit, be it 
a Cliff-edge Brexit, a Hard or a 
Soft one. Ask them to put it 
down on paper or explain in 
detail what the future holds 
under each scenario and they 

have little to say. Even the 
future status of the border 
between Northern Ireland and the 
Irish Republic—a key sticking 
point in the negotiations with 
the EU—remains unresolved. 
Government and Parliament is 
paralyzed. The only solution is 
to ask the electorate again. 

I need someone to square the 
circle for me and explain why 
Brexiteers can still claim that 
leaving the European Union is 
akin to entering the land of 
milk and honey. Facing the real 
risk of a no deal Brexit, HM 
Government has now started to 
publish technical notes (two 
years too late) outlining (and 
often short on crucial details) 
what will be the consequences of 
the UK leaving the EU next March 
without a withdrawal agreement. 
T h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s e v e n 
suggested that businesses should 
consult the Irish government 
regarding trade across the 
border post-Brexit. Talk about 
dereliction of duty. It feels as 
though most of my waking hours 
are pervaded by Brexit news, and 
the half-truths as well as the 
outright mendacity of those on 
the Leave side of the referendum 
campaign who sold us (illegally, 
as it turned out) an illusion. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-44749993
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/jacob-reesmogg-brexit-inspected-irish-border-troubles-eu-no-deal-latest-a8508466.html
https://www.newstalk.com/Northern-Irish-firms-advised-to-consult-Irish-Government-in-event-of-no-deal-Brexit
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-donations/vote-leave-fined-and-referred-to-the-police-for-breaking-electoral-law
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-44749993
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/jacob-reesmogg-brexit-inspected-irish-border-troubles-eu-no-deal-latest-a8508466.html
https://www.newstalk.com/Northern-Irish-firms-advised-to-consult-Irish-Government-in-event-of-no-deal-Brexit
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/journalist/electoral-commission-media-centre/news-releases-donations/vote-leave-fined-and-referred-to-the-police-for-breaking-electoral-law


Democracy is, however, also 
about changing one’s mind, and 
there is growing polling data to 
indicate that many who voted to 
Leave the EU now regret their 
decision. The problem is that 
many Brexiteers claim that the 
‘British people’ have spoken, 
and there can be no reversal of 
that decision (even though it 
was taken without the necessary 
knowledge—or understanding—of 
what Brexit would entail). 
However, just a few years ago, 
even Rees-Mogg favored a second 
referendum once the terms of a 
withdrawal deal were known. 
Here’s a Twitter link that shows 
Rees-Mogg speaking to that 
effect in the House of Commons 
in 2011. A couple of weeks ago I 
was listening to Radio 4 and 
heard this Point of View by War 
Horse author Michael Morpurgo. 
It lasts almost 10 minutes, but 
is well worth taking time out to 
listen to his words of wisdom. 
He makes a strong case for 
thinking again. 

h t t p s : / /
mikejackson1948.files.wordpress.
c o m / 2 0 1 8 / 0 8 /
a p o i n t o f v i e w - 2 0 1 8 0 8 0 3 -
thinkagain.mp3 

The Brexit lies continue. Just a 
few days ago (17 August) I saw 
an official tweet from the 
Department for International 
Trade about the UK’s trading 
links with the USA. Liam Fox 
(Secretary of State at the DIT) 
claimed that the USA was the 
UK’s single largest trading 
partner. Lie! 

Yes, we have exports of almost 
£ 1 0 0 b i l l i o n t o t h e U S A , 
according to the Office for 
National Statistics (2016 data 
published in 2017). And from 
what I can determine the USA is 
the largest country we trade 
with in terms of exports. But 
t h e D I T / F o x s a i d t r a d i n g 
partner, and the UK’s largest 
trading partner is the European 
Union (EU), with UK exports 
valued at £235.8 billion through 
seamless trading (compared with 
£284.1 billion with the Rest of 
the World, mostly conducted 

t h r o u g h t r a d e a g r e e m e n t s 
n e g o t i a t e d t h r o u g h o u r 
membership of the EU). 
But hey, why let facts get in 
the way of a good Brexit lie. 
Fox’s focus on expanding trade 
with the USA—some might say 
obsession—is a major part of his 
Brexit narrative about seizing 
opportunities to trade with 
other nations around the world 
on our terms, not the EU’s. 
However, these Brexiteers seem 
to forget (conveniently so) that 
negotiations are two-sided, and 
the completion of any trade 
a g r e e m e n t w i l l r e q u i r e 
concessions on both sides. Would 
the price of an agreement with 
the USA lead for example to 
imports of food produced to 
l o w e r s t a n d a r d s t h a n w e 
currently enjoy under the EU, or 
more US healthcare company 
involvement in the NHS, for 
example? 

It never ceases to amaze me that 
Brexiteers seem to imply that 
it’s only under post-Brexit 
trade deals that we can increase 
our exports. Even a recent trade 
deal with China was touted as an 
example of what the UK could 
achieve, notwithstanding it was 
signed under the trade agreement 
we already have with China 
through the EU. Liam Fox is 
certainly economic with the 
truth. 
Post-Brexit, we will have to 
develop all the schedules to 
operate under WTO rules and, in 
any case, deals could take years 
to negotiate. Furthermore, I can 
see no reason why manufacturers 
are already unable to expand 
exports under the umbrella of 
existing trade agreements 
negotiated by the EU. Maybe 
increased exporting capacity is 
non-existent. We are no longer a 
manufacturing nation. 
There’s hardly been mention of 
financial services, which 
account for about half of our 
exports. There are serious 
implications of leaving the EU 
without an agreement. Just 
listen to an experienced trade 
negotiator on James O’Brien‘s 
LBC show. 

https://twitter.com/woodgnomology/status/963763403499229184/video/1
https://mikejackson1948.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/apointofview-20180803-thinkagain.mp3
https://mikejackson1948.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/apointofview-20180803-thinkagain.mp3
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/whodoestheuktradewith/2017-02-21
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/whodoestheuktradewith/2017-02-21
https://www.lbc.co.uk/radio/presenters/james-obrien/expert-schools-james-obrien-on-brexit-facts/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_O%27Brien_(broadcaster)
https://twitter.com/woodgnomology/status/963763403499229184/video/1
https://mikejackson1948.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/apointofview-20180803-thinkagain.mp3
https://mikejackson1948.files.wordpress.com/2018/08/apointofview-20180803-thinkagain.mp3
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/whodoestheuktradewith/2017-02-21
https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/articles/whodoestheuktradewith/2017-02-21
https://www.lbc.co.uk/radio/presenters/james-obrien/expert-schools-james-obrien-on-brexit-facts/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_O%27Brien_(broadcaster)


The focus has been/is almost 
entirely on trade post-Brexit, 
but there’s so much more to our 
membership of the EU that is not 
covered—and never will be—by the 
WTO. These are all the many 
frameworks and agreements that 
have brought 28 nations together 
( a n d p r o b a b l y m o r e c o s t 
effectively than if they had 
acted independently) that 
regulate aviation and safety, 
nuclear fuels and isotopes, 
environmental protection, animal 
welfare, food standards, and 
employment law, to list just a 
few. I have yet to hear any of 
the likes of Jacob Rees-Mogg, 
John Redwood, Iain Duncan-Smith, 
David Davis, Peter Bone, Bernard 
Jenkin, not even Theresa May, 
raise any concerns or offer any 
perspectives on these issues 
that are as important—perhaps 
even more important—than the 
trade issues. The Government’s 
narrative is that its Chequers 
Plan should be accepted, lock, 
stock and barrel, by the EU. 
Sorry Theresa, it doesn’t work 
like that any more. Gun boat 
diplomacy died with the Empire. 

Although there is a groundswell 
o f s u p p o r t f o r a s e c o n d 
referendum, or at least a say on 
any agreement negotiated with 
Brussels, there’s no certainty 
that one will be held. For one 
thing the practicalities of 
legislating for a referendum 
rule out the possibilities 
before Article 50 becomes a 
reality next March, crashing, 
hard or soft. 

Nevertheless, there does need to 
be some sort of People’s Vote. 
Furthermore, for an issue that 
h a s s u c h l o n g - l a s t i n g 
constitutional, economic, and 
social implications for the 
f u t u r e o f t h i s c o u n t r y , 
politicians need to put the 
welfare of the country ahead of 
their own party political 
considerations. The fact that we 
have a divided and incompetent 
g o v e r n i n g p a r t y , a n d a n 
Opposition that’s equally 
divided, with a leader who’s 
inept and misguided in the face 
of what many Labour supporters 

a r e s a y i n g , i s p e r h a p s 
unprecedented. Political turmoil 
is the last thing that’s needed 
right now. 
I’m sure many who voted to Leave 
did not foresee or expect many 
of the scenarios that are 
looming before us. For example, 
the National Health Service 
(NHS) will not reap any ‘Brexit 
Dividend’. Why? There simply is 
no dividend. Brexit will impact 
almost every aspect of our lives 
for years to come. 
There. I’ve said it. I’ve 
expressed my frustrations. I 
don’t expect to write much more 
about Brexit. But once 29 March 
2019 has come and gone, I expect 
I’ll have plenty more to say, no 
doubt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Withdrawal_from_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Withdrawal_from_the_European_Union


one singular meaning 
followed by 
seven different words all 
explaining more to me than 
to you 

isolated within the boundaries of these 
rules, unable to express and more or less 
give in  
to what I actually feel. 
In Dutch 
I feel in Dutch 

daadwerkelijk, daadwerkelijk, daadwerkelijk, 
pijn 
actual, actual, actual, 
pain 

being the outcast can not be fixed 
by the breath of another continent. 
by the beating heart of another language, 
nor by the tongue tied to textuality.  

bi, 
Being both, 
being able to 
attracted to 
all 

by bi I’m not saying  
goodbye because I’m staying 
by bi I mean other 
because am I not the other? 
the other one 
the other one you can not relate  
to 

other, anders, different, raar, weird, gek, 
crazy 
de perceptie der perfectie 
the deceivement of reflection 
born to be im per fect. 
defect 

bilingual 

having to choose who to fucking cheer for 
when the fucking world cup  
is cheering through the fucking streets  
a fucking gain 
unless one of your fucking teams  
did not make  
the fucking world cup,  
which is 
what I fucking cheer for 

Bil
ing

ua
l
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I cheer for finding the word 
in the language 
I need to speak 
because nobody seems to 
understand any tongue 
other than 
English 
selfish 
English selfish 
selfish English 

egoistisch  
ego centrisch 
trotser dan toegeeflijk 
onwetender dan leeflijk 
enkel en alleen 
solo artiesten incapable  
toe te geven  
een solo act te zijn  

egocentric 

never have I ever 
seen a continent 
as incompetent 
loving more to order in 
class or food 

never have I ever  
seen the value 
of common sense 
drop as quickly 
whilst the exit 
entered 

never have I ever 
lost tears of 
laughter and 
dispair  
at the same time 

never have I ever  
experienced 
a government 
as indecisive  
and clueless 
as Theresa 
May have shown us 

brexit, exit 
is geen ingang 
maar een uitgang 
waar de poep zich toont 
en waar de poep 
blijven mag 

While the pound screams 
‘’what the fuck did you 
do?!’’ 
europe will no longer 
translate you 

Bil
ing

ua
l



BREXIT, DO YOU REALLY 
GIVE A SHIT?

Now, I’m not one for essays or a long opinion piece as to ‘why what I say is 
important’ or ‘why my voice is the one of reason’ and it’s not, it’s just 
another in the ever-growing rabble of this decade. What I am about to write has 
no value and will have absolutely none in the long run, but you might just read 
it. Why are you reading it? most probably from the title, since it contains 
both the word Brexit and shit, which to budding young political activist taps 
into our want to find that something droll and edgy.  

There is no need for me to really include figures, such has how much this deal 
will cost; or quotes from May or Raab or Barnier; or even something on how 
public opinion has shifted; or how the vibrant music festival scene this 
country has could be irrevocably changed because of our new favourite word. The 
reason for this situation is that there is really no reason, it was caused by 
the panic of one man, David Cameron. Then Britain panicked! Then Europe 
panicked! Clearly this has been one huge butt-fuck and now everyone has been 
left red and sore. The solution to the problem is one which we can all solve 
and that is to ignore it. Ignore it like we do the dishes, our debts, the 
little voice that tells you you’re shit, or that urge to have just one more 
beer, pie, or biscuit. Because once it’s has been ignored we can all move onto 
the next trigger word in the world of politics, like when Trump is voted for a 
second term or maybe perhaps the food shortage in Venezuela which has been 
growing in the country for the past eight years, causing thousand to migrate 
elsewhere. To put it simply these negotiations end up being so unnoticeable to 
‘Terry down the pub’ that he’ll have forgotten all about it. Just as he has his 
wife and kids. This is the same ‘Terry down the pub’ who spent six months 
drunkenly shouting his slurred and uninformed opinion across the bar of the 
local, and just like Terry all of us are incredibly uninformed on the subject. 
The ‘experts’ on the BBC may be a little more informed that us, but again she 
has no idea either. Leaving everybody freaking out about the fact that in the 
UK we’re now suffering from the ever-rising temperature and a climate which is 
growing more extreme year by year, we’ll find out that the Brexit negotiations 
are over. Will we see any difference? Probably not since as always, our 
blinkers are on and they block our thinkers.  

Really, all I can say is that the world keeps turning and we with it, and that 
means that if we stand still we get swept away with what comes next. It is what 
we do with who we love, how we act around those we meet, and you can better 
yourself. There is always more to be done, your opinion to shove down someone’s 
throat on the emotionless platform that is social media. Yet, we should simply 
say fuck that, fuck you, and fuck this. This isn’t the time for us to analyse 
this Brexit, as naïve as that sounds, the time to analyse Brexit is seventy years 
down the line by a bunch of fifteen-year-old kids and their balding teacher. 
Right now we have to let the faceless burn themselves out whilst the rest of us 
try to enjoy their aftermath. So, I end with that and ask you: Brexit, do you 
really give a shit?

J. James. Whall



Megan Slack
Review of ‘Fences: A Brexit Diary’ an essay taken from ‘Feel Free’ by 
Zadie Smith 
Who can forget the moment they found out that Britain had voted to 
leave the EU? The news notification was waiting for me on my home 
screen because truthfully, I slept soundly through the night, 
oblivious and completely unthreatened by the prospect of a leave 
majority. We wouldn’t leave, there was just no way…oh, wait, what?  

While I stared into my increasingly unappetizing cereal and watched 
the mess unfold on the news, contemporary British novelist, Zadie 
Smith was awakening at her in-laws in Northern Ireland, a country in 
the UK, which will undoubtedly feel the full extent of the rift, 
created almost instantaneously that terrible morning. Zadie’s 
geographical position at hearing the news influenced the answer to her 
question, what was Brexit really all about? If the news had reached 
Smith in London, her conclusions would have been “essentially 
hermeneutic”. The vote would surely be about ‘immigration, inequality, 
historic xenophobia, sovereignty, EU bureaucracy, anti-neoliberal 
revolution’ or, a ‘class war’.  On receiving the news in Northern 
Ireland however, a reality was revealed to Smith, which she may have 
otherwise initially overlooked in the capital. She writes: “in 
Northern Ireland it was clear that one thing it (Brexit) certainly 
wasn’t about, not even slightly, was Northern Ireland, and this 
focused the mind on the extraordinary act of solipsism that has 
allowed this long- brutalized country to become the collateral damage 
of an internal rift within the Conservative party”. 

Smith’ essay is, in many ways, more insightful and educational than 
any of the news reports I heard that very morning, or in fact any of 
those which I read that very week, month, or even that year. Granted, 
‘Feel Free’, in which this essay is featured, was published in January 
2018, almost 18 months after the results of the referendum, so the 
essay is not instantly accessible, in the same way that traditional 
forms of journalism are. With time, however, comes a new form of 
writing, categorised as ‘New Journalism’. To understand ‘New 
Journalism’ you must surely be able to differentiate it from 
traditional journalism, which is defined as the “production and 
distribution of reports on recent event”. The definition goes on, “The 
word journalism applies to the occupation, using methods of gathering 
information and utilising literary techniques”. What makes ‘New 
Journalism’ so new, are the ways it interprets these literary 
techniques, by making them unconventional. New Journalism is non-
fictional, New Journalism holds ‘truth’ over facts, and, crucially in 
Smith’s case, New Journalism allows the writers personal experience to 
be the crucial part of the writing, just as Smith’s thoughts are 
crucial to her essay on Brexit. While the journalist behind the 
stories I was reading in the initial aftermath was almost invisible, 
Smith, and her, quite simply, eye-opening and insightful thoughts on 
Brexit, are far from invisible. While reading her essay, you are so 
incredibly thankful that she is not invisible.   



Filling the essay with facts and intelligent statements regarding the 
countries crisis does not come at an intimidating cost, however, as 
the piece is based upon the uncomplicated idea of ‘fences’, which is 
suggested in the title. As a reader, you are introduced to the local 
primary school in Smith’s former neighbourhood in northwest London, 
and the sadness she felt at seeing a new fence around the school 
grounds. She writes: “For this Victorian school, which, for a hundred 
years, has found cast-iron railings sufficient to mark its periphery, 
had now added what looked like tall bamboo slats, blocking the view of 
the playground from the street”. Only Smith could link a simple bamboo 
school fence so effortlessly to the global problem of Brexit, but she 
does, and she does so well. Writing her most memorable statement from 
the essay she brings the two together, saying: “The shock I’d felt at 
the school gates I now felt in front of their enormous telly, as 
together we watched England fence itself off from the rest of Europe”.  

Everybody has something to say about Brexit, but if there is one voice 
of reason which can reassure us all in this dark hour, it is that of 
Zadie Smith. She recalls the days after the results, a conversation 
she had with one of her Bosnian-born writers and colleagues Aleksandar 
Hemon, who “pronounced Brexit, melodramatically, “a total disaster”. 
She then added “Novelists are prone to melodrama. Hemon sighed, smiled 
sadly and said: “No: just ‘a disaster.’ War is a total disaster”. 
Living through Yugoslavia’s bloody sovereignty implosion gives a man a 
sense of proportion. A European war on that scale is something Britain 
has avoided intimately experiencing for more than half a century now, 
and in defence against which the EU was in part formed. Whether we go 
any further down the road marked “disaster” is up to us”.  

Whether it is the simple, yet undeniably powerful metaphor of a school 
fence, or an insight into a conversation with her colleague over 
dinner in Paris, ‘Fences: A Brexit Diary” is a form of New Journalism 
which is unlike any other piece which you will read surrounding 
Brexit. Smith is not filling us with false hope, nor is she just 
listing out more dull facts, figures and dates. Instead, she is 
revealing to us, the truth about Brexit and how it links personally to 
her own life, by making us think of how it will relate to our own. If 
there is one thing to take away from the essay, it is this: remember 
that Brexit is not ‘a total disaster’, it is just ‘a disaster’. 



Martyn Jones 
The Madness of Brexit

M a n y B r e x i t e e r s t a k e a 
simplistic, restricted and 
shallow view of how the UK will 
leave the European Union. 

It’s to be expected. 

Some people are both wilfully 
ignorant and certain of their 
beliefs, even though their 
beliefs are no better than 
reactionary and rationalised 
prejudice, socialised absurdity 
and tidy-minded incongruence. 

It’s to be expected. 

People dream of a new-day 
dawning in which the UK will 
regain its ‘rightful’ place in 
the world. Not as a senior 
member of a very European 
family, but, as a free and bold, 
strong and stable nation, that 
will stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
with the ‘other’ world super-
powers of our day. 

It’s to be expected. 

A f t e r B r e x i t w e w i l l b e 
unchained from our subservient, 
humiliating and debilitating 
position within the EU. We are 
sold a long litany of trolled 
tripe and onions by those who 
act as the foot-soldiers and 
canon-fodder for the economic 
sponsors and backers of Brexit. 
Today we are slaves. Tomorrow we 
will be free to trade with the 
great trading blocks of the 
world, such as New Zealand, 
A u s t r a l i a a n d t h e A f r i k a 
Bambaataa and Universal Zulu 
Nations. Of course, all of this 

is absolute boloney. It’s 
totally baseless and delusional 
optimism. In short, it’s a 
fraud. 

It’s like as if the only things 
that were stopping us from being 
a great and influential country 
again (England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, not 
forgetting Gibraltar) were the 
likes of Mrs Merkel, who is busy 
constructing a European Reich; 
t h e f a c e l e s s B r u s s e l s 
bureaucrats, who have it in for 
England; and, Mr Juncker’s 
secret stash of kryptonite, that 
he surreptitiously uses to make 
us all feel weak, self-obsessed 
and dopey. 

However, like it or not, this 
short-sighted, self-harming and 
somewhat eccentric fantasy of a 
brave new world of Brexit is 
frankly untenable. We can’t just 
pick up our ball and go home. We 
can’t just lock the door and 
walk away. We can’t just throw a 
hissy-fit and step off the 
planet. Things don’t work that 
way in international politics, 
diplomacy and trade. 
What people need to understand, 
even if they are averse to the 
idea, is that the road to the 
UK’s complete withdrawal from 
the EU is fraught with Homeric 
complexity, massive and numerous 
risks and incalculable costs. 
Brexit is a million cans of 
worms thrown into a massive and 
densely inhabited venomous-snake 
pit. And we plan to sort all of 
that out, by ourselves. Because 
it’s ‘a piece of piss’. 

Carmarthen, Wales  
31st July 2017
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worms thrown into a massive and 
densely inhabited venomous-snake 
pit. And we plan to sort all of 
that out, by ourselves. Because 
it’s ‘a piece of piss’. 

What a bunch of Charlies we’ve 
become. 

This is not based on idle 
speculation and opinion, but 
evidence. Evidence that is 
inescapable. Evidence that has 
been known for years. Evidence 
that cannot be brushed aside in 
a fit of nationalistic hubris, 
ignorance and bluff and bluster. 
As a member of the EU we have 
many rights, but we also have 
duties and obligations, ones 
that we have freely signed up 
to, without any coercion from 
any other party. We also have 
obligations. Something else that 
many people forget about. 
People may choose to stick their 
jammy-fingers in the ears and go 
la-la-la, but that’s not going 
to solve anything, nor will it 
play any part at all in the 
negotiations to come. No matter 
what some people will say to the 
contrary. 

It’s to be expected. 

Complexity. First there is the 
necessarily complex nature of 
European Union law. It’s not 
just a question of incorporating 
EU laws into UK law, as EU laws 
will have control mechanisms, 
institutional interfaces and 
references to legally-binding 
foundational-documents and 
agreements that are specific to 
the European Union and to its 28 
member states. 

EU laws are regulated through 
both the institutions of the EU 
and the member states. 
So, what do we pretend to do? 
Do we want to be outside of the 
EU, still have EU laws on our 
law books, with all that that 
entails, and continue to use 
their institutions? 
I don’t think so, Sir. 

There are more than four decades 
of common community law to sort 
through. It’s a massive task in 
its own right, the likes of 
which we have never seen or 
experienced before. We don’t 
currently even have the right 
quantities of skills, knowledge 
and experience to take it on. 
Simply stated, it could take 
decades of intense and detailed 
work in order for all of this to 
be unwound, and there are no 
guarantees that the outcome will 
be satisfactory. 

It’s a million cans of worms at 
the bottom of a pit of venomous 
snakes. 
It’s not good. 

Uncertainty. Uncertainty is the 
enemy of business and the curse 
of investments. Uncertainty has 
an impact on business growth, 
s t r a t e g y a n d p l a n n i n g . 
Uncertainty negatively affects 
the economy. 
Uncertainty is what Brexit has 
brought. From Welsh farmers to 
C i t y b a n k e r s , S c o t t i s h 
e n g i n e e r i n g a n d E n g l i s h 
marketers, the message is the 
same. Our future is uncertain. 
Uncertainty produces additional 
risks, including the risk of 
economic recession. Uncertainty 
is already causing downsizing 
and relocation, and those 
companies in the UK who haven’t 
already made their move are more 
than ever actively looking at 
their options – especially post-
Brexit. In the past many firms 
chose to locate in the UK 
because the UK is in the EU. 
This is always worth repeating, 
because the impact of losing 
those investments in the UK will 
be massive. 



The uncertainties are many and 
varied, here are just a few: 
• How will Scotland react to 

t h e U K ’ s e v e n t u a l 
withdrawal from the EU? 
Will they choose the route 
of full independence and 
membership of the EU? 

• W h a t h a p p e n s t o t h e 
situation in Northern 
Ireland and their current 
n o n - b o r d e r w i t h t h e 
Republic of Ireland? 

• With reduced income, lower 
values assets and reduced 
tax raising capacity, how 
will we sustain the NHS, 
S o c i a l S e c u r i t y , 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e a n d 
Education? 

• What streamlining of the 
public sector would have to 
take place? Who would this 
affect? 

Risks. The hazards of Brexit are 
m a n y a n d v a r i e d . T h e s e 
deleterious and toxic risks will 
not only affect the UK, but also 
the EU, and in doing so will 
negatively impact global trade 
and commerce. This is going to 
happen, the question is how to 
limit the impacts and their 
consequences. In short, if 
things go very badly, Brexit 
will just fall short of an open 
declaration of war. So, managing 
a l l r i s k s i s a n a b s o l u t e 
imperative. 

Exiting the EU will be bad for 
all concerned, the question is, 
what we can do to limit the 
damage, short of exiting from 
Brexit – the most sensible 
option. The biggest risks centre 
on the uncertainty of so many 
Brexit factors. 

We are also uncovering new and 
significant factors, at a fair 
old lick, as we go through the 
Brexit process. Factors and 
facets that many of us didn’t 
even realise existed before we 
started on this hare-brained 
journey into the unknown. The 
fundamental risks are also 
closely associated with the 
badly-drawn definitions of the 
major challenges of Brexit, and 
naturally, the lack of any 

adequate government strategies, 
policies and plans to address 
those significant challenges. 

Here are some examples of risks 
that Brexit will throw up: 
• Anti-immigration sentiment 

played a major role in 
getting people to vote for 
B r e x i t . H o w e v e r , a n y 
changes in immigration 
policies will affect the 
employment policies of 
international businesses. 

• There are clear risks that 
Brexit will essentially 
undermine ongoing trade 
n e g o t i a t i o n s . T h e 
restriction on the movement 
of labour, a measure that 
many Brexiteers had hoped 
for, is not compatible with 
membership of the European 
single-market. 

• When the President of the 
USA indicates, in typical 
grand-standing style, that 
there will be major trade 
deals with the UK, can we 
take that talk on face 
value? Or are we simply 
being incredibly naïve in 
o u r a l m o s t b a s e l e s s 
optimism. 

• According to some, Brexit 
will be detrimental to the 
USA (and NATO) in its 
confrontation with Russia. 
We have already witnessed 
greater presence of Russian 
armed-forces in the Baltic 
R e g i o n a n d a l s o t h e 
Mediterranean Sea. 

• As mentioned previously, 
Brexit will lead to a 
global economic downturn, 
p o s s i b l y l e a d i n g t o 
globalised recession. 

• Brexit could easily lead to 
a c r i s i s i n e m e r g i n g 
m a r k e t s . B r e x i t w i l l 
n e c e s s a r i l y f o r c e a 
political reappraisal of 
risk across Europe and 
especially in emerging 
markets, which could lead 
to increased financial and 
c u r r e n c y v o l a t i l i t y , 
especially as financial 
positions are rapidly 
unwound.



Economic costs. The Bank of 
England estimates that by 2019 
business investment in the UK 
will be 25% less than pre-
referendum forecasts. The 
potential impact on future 
productivity and growth in the 
UK cannot be underestimated. 
Much of the trading in financial 
instruments carried out in the 
E U g o e s t h r o u g h L o n d o n , 
primarily because the UK is in 
the EU, but also because the 
City is arguably the most 
i m p o r t a n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
financial centre outside of the 
USA and a very convenient one-
stop shop. The City’s continued 
attraction within the EU rests 
on the need for both pillars. 
Take one of them away, and it 
loses its amazing competitive 
edge very rapidly. Naturally, 
this comes with an economic 
cost. There are alternatives to 
the City, and they will all be 
within the scope of the EU. In 
future, instead of just going to 
the City, clients will quite 
possibly have to use a pick and 
mix of financial centres, such 
as Dublin, Frankfurt, Zurich 
(although not in the EU) and 
Paris. Maybe, there is also a 
massive opportunity for Spain, 
w h o h a v e a v e r y s k i l l e d 
workforce in the financial 
sector, primarily in Madrid and 
Barcelona, and some of the best 
e c o n o m i s t s a n d f i n a n c i a l 
analysts and financial-sector 
executives around. Their gain, 
our loss. 

Of course, as well as affecting 
banking and financial services, 
Brexit will also hurt the 
broader economy, including but 
n o t l i m i t e d t o t h e a u t o 
industry; construction and 
manufacturing; and, the food and 
drinks sector. As the FT put it 
“Rarely has there been such a 
consensus among economists, as 
there is on the damage that 
Brexit will wreak on the British 
economy.” 

The political costs of Brexit. 
The first local political 
fallout from the Brexit vote was 
the resignation of the Prime 
M i n i s t e r , D a v i d C a m e r o n . 

However, in the grand scheme of 
things, this event was not so 
significant. Nothing compared to 
the damage that Brexit has done 
to the UK’s international 
reputation, especially amongst 
our EU partners. We are a large 
and influential fish in a large 
and powerful union. But, we are 
giving up all of that to be just 
another fish in a very large and 
c o m p l i c a t e d f i s h b o w l . 
Effectively we are turning 
ourselves into shark bait. Let’s 
make no mistake, just as major 
world leaders can talk about 
s p e c i a l d e a l s a n d c l o s e r 
relations, they can just as 
easily send us to hell in a 
handcart, especially if we don’t 
play ball with them, the way 
they want us to play. 

Can you really imagine that 
President Trump, or anyone else 
in a position of power (and you 
can include Reagan, Bush senior, 
Clinton, Bush junior and Obama 
in that) would make concessions 
they don’t really need to make, 
or which don’t result in giving 
them some sort of strategic, 
t a c t i c a l a n d o p e r a t i o n a l 
advantage? For the POTUS, the 
number one priority has always 
been and will always be, the 
USA. Same for Moscow, Beijing 
and Tokyo. So, you ‘pays your 
make and takes your choice’. 
Chlorination chicken sandwiches, 
h o r m o n e s - i n - a - b a p a n d 
genetically-modified comfy-car 
seats, anyone? 

It’s all incredibly naïve. It’s 
like as if our exit from the EU 
will catapult us back into the 
bright and prosperous past. Back 
to some fictional good times – 
that have never existed – when 
god would never let the sun set 
on the glorious British Empire, 
being unable to trust the 
English in the dark. 
Which in a way, is quite funny, 
because that’s exactly what I 
think about some Brexiteers and 
their dangerously dopey dyed-in-
the-wool ideas. 



However, first let me explain 
something about the EU and the 
UK’s veto. 
Simply stated, the Council of 
the EU has to vote unanimously 
on a number of matters which the 
member states consider to be 
sensitive – i.e. no support from 
the UK, and it doesn’t happen. 
For example: 
• Common foreign and security 

policy (with the exception 
of certain clearly defined 
c a s e s w h i c h r e q u i r e 
qualified majority, e.g. 
appointment of a special 
representative) 

• Citizenship (the granting 
o f n e w r i g h t s t o E U 
citizens) 

• EU membership 
• Harmonisation of national 

legislation on indirect 
taxation 

• EU finances (own resources, 
the multiannual financial 
framework) 

• Certain provisions in the 
field of justice and home 
affairs (the European 
prosecutor, family law, 
o p e r a t i o n a l p o l i c e 
cooperation, etc.) 

• Harmonisation of national 
legislation in the field of 
social security and social 
protection 

Obviously the UK cannot veto 
decisions in areas where it has 
secured opt-outs, such as euro 
monetary policy. 

This all goes to show that we 
are not in-fact dictated to by 
faceless Brussels bureaucrats, 
nor are we as UK subjects taking 
back any democratic rights with 
Brexit, that were never given 
away in the first place. In 
fact, we are giving up our 
liberties and rights as European 
Union citizens, in exchange for 
something that is far less 
benign. This is far madder than 
trading in your Samsung, Apple 
or Sony smartphone and going 
back to a black mechanical land-
line Bakelite telephone. It is 
stark raving bonkers. 
It’s like being a fly on the 
wall. 

“I want to go back to the pre-
common-market times, when we had 
proper black and white TVs, like 
god would have wanted us to 
h a v e . W i t h v e r t i c a l a n d 
horizontal hold. A tele with a 
tube so deep that it served as a 
convenient base for a plastic 
Spanish flamenco dancer on a 
doily, and a Majorcan donkey 
with psychedelic eyes and a 
Mexican sombrero. These were 
times in which you could get a 
decent ghostly signal just by 
hooking up a wire clothes-hanger 
to the aerial plug. TV’s you 
could smack into doing the right 
thing, without any need of a 
technician or internet. We had 
proper programmes then, and none 
of this disrespectful filth and 
foreign porno rubbish that they 
put on the box these days. But, 
you know what? Tell that to the 
youth of today, and they’ll just 
laugh in your face… They have 
absolutely no respect for their 
elders”. 

The other political cost of 
Brexit has been the negative 
effect on Britain’s political 
reputation. We are telling 27 
member states where to stick 
their European Union, and of 
course, they don’t like that 
message. Brexit is an unwanted 
distraction for the European 
Union, and we are entirely 
responsible for this mess that 
we have created, a mess which 
all of the European Union has to 
deal with. 

The social costs of Brexit. The 
prospects of the potential 
social costs and consequences of 
B r e x i t a r e t r u l y s o u l -
destroying. The outcomes from 
this temporary lapse of reason 
a n d a t t e n t i o n m a y h a v e 
c a t a s t r o p h i c s o c i a l 
consequences. 
Brexit has clearly divided the 
UK unlike anything else in the 
last hundred years. In my 
opinion it is divisive, nasty 
and delusional. 



Among other things, Brexit will 
bring about: 
• G r e a t e r t h r e a t s t o 

employment and social 
policy 

• Greater threats to regional 
development 

• Greater threats to funding 
of education, higher-
education and research 

• The further weakening of 
the positions of the more 
v u l n e r a b l e g r o u p s o f 
society 

• The end to the pillars of 
Social Europe, including 
the chance to benefit from 
the European Social Fund, 
European Global Adjustment 
Fund and the European Fund 
for the Most Deprived 

It will however allow the EU, 
w i t h o u t o r m e d d l i n g a n d 
blocking, to introduce measures 
such as: 
• The EU wide regulation of 

bankers’ bonuses – which 
the UK refused to support 

• A Financial Transaction Tax 
– which the UK vehemently 
opposed, even though it was 
a popular proposal across 
the EU and elsewhere 

• A EU Wide Youth Guarantee 
to eliminate long-term 
unemployment among young 
people – something which 
the UK also opposed and 
w h i c h c o u l d n o t b e 
introduced as a result 

Without the EU there will be 
less guarantees for workers, 
students and pensioners in the 
UK. This is precisely what the 
big-time backers of Brexit 
wanted, and it looks like the 
people who voted for Brexit will 
deliver this to them on a plate. 

P o l i t i c a l g r a n d s t a n d i n g , 
i n c o m p e t e n c e a n d l a c k o f 
leadership 
So, there you have it. A 
plethora of complexities, 
uncertainties, risks and costs. 
None of which we would be 
contemplating now if it weren’t 
for the absurd political fetish 
that is Brexit. 
J u s t t a k e a l o o k a t t h e 
government. What we have there 
is a lack of coherent, cohesive 

and practical Brexit strategies, 
policies and plans. If we were 
to do the right thing, then none 
of this would represent a 
problem. 
Without Brexit there would be no 
Brexit complexities, no Brexit 
uncertainties, no Brexit risks 
and no Brexit costs. 
And what’s the right thing to 
do? 

Simple. We exit Brexit. Yes, you 
got that right first time. We 
e x i t B r e x i t a n d p u t o u r 
temporary lapse of reason down 
to an extended period of British 
eccentricity and battiness. We 
could then continue as a full 
member of the European Union, 
like as if nothing had happened 
for the last couple of years. 
Our friends, allies and partners 
will understand. 

Brexit is sheer madness, and if 
the members of the Conservative 
and Labour parties cared about 
their country more than they did 
about their parties, their short 
term interests and their seats, 
then we would have exited from 
Brexit months ago. 

That said, I am sure that given 
time, enough of us will come to 
our senses, and call the whole 
thing off. 

Europe: Strength through Unity. 
Let’s move on! 
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Our Brexit Wedding
I can just imagine myself at the 
courthouse, in some black jeans 
and some Doc. Martens; because 
dresses are for people with 
money and a right to stay. The 
29th of March, right after my 
afternoon class, because I 
refuse to miss out on education 
I pay nine grand a year for, 
just so I can get married way 
sooner than I intended. Haribo 
s t a r m i x r i n g s , f o r t h e 
formality and tradition attached 
to a marriage. “On the upside: 
we’re both from countries where 
gay marriage is legal” my soon 
to be wife tells me while I am 
pushing my nostrils in so I 
don't have to smell the bullshit 
scent coming off the grounds of 
the United Kingdom.  

I can hear my mother say “waarom 
waren wij niet uitgenodigd?”, 
which means “why weren’t we 
invited?”. “Because WE weren’t 
even invited mom, we were rushed 
into it” I would answer. 
Although I want to spend every 
single minute of the future with 
my girlfriend, and we would 
probably elope at some point in 
the future because it’s easier 
than getting family from two 
countries in one place, this 
kind of eloping on our doorstep 
feels like having been pushed 
off a cliff without a safety 
net.  

I remember the day we signed our 
first lease together and I 
remember the day after, when I 
f l e w b a c k h o m e t o t h e 
Netherlands, 26th of June 2016. 
The pound dropped from being 

worth 1 euro 40 to being worth a 
mere 1 euro 11. I met a woman at 
the airport who had spend most 
of her life in England, with her 
husband and her three kids. The 
woman told me she would have the 
right to remain in England, for 
she had lived there for over 
five years and earned her 
citizenship, however, she would 
need a visa every time she would 
fly back to her family in the 
N e t h e r l a n d s . I f i n a l l y 
understand. I will be her.  

One day a relative will die or a 
friend will get married and I 
will have to fly out as soon as 
possible, a visa will take 96 
hours to be approved, which is 4 
whole days. If one of my 
grandparents is really ill and 
going into their last days 
(which is really morbid to say 
but just to paint a realistic 
image), there is a good chance I 
won’t be there to say goodbye. 
Getting married to my lovely 
girlfriend will only let us be 
together in the same country, it 
won’t solve any of the other 
consequences the Brexit will 
have on my life. 

Why do we not just go and live 
in the Netherlands then? You 
might ask. Because it will have 
the exact same effect on my 
partner, she will have to deal 
with the exact same consequences 
and at least people from the EU 
can speak English, where English 
people tend to only be taught 
one language; English. Where the 
Brexit was pushed through so 
foreigners would stay out, the

Aukje Huijts



effect seems to do the opposite 
of that. A lot of foreigners, 
like myself, have a long term 
partner in England and will 
marry for a green card and 
remain because they are the ones 
who can speak English, so the 
choice of where to live is 
easily made. (And I’m not even 
mentioning how easy it is to 
just marry for a green card or 
dual nationality without love 
even being part of the equation) 

I am scared and I am angry, 
because I don’t understand. I 
don’t get why Brexit is a thing 
and why that thing became our 
reality. No-deal Brexit is even 
more of a nightmare because, not 
only will I have to deal with 
the consequences of a Brexit I 
will now also have to live in 
poverty and on a sinking ship, 
all for what? Pride? I would 
like to sit Theresa May down, 
a n d t h e f u l l p r o - B r e x i t 
Government and ask them if their 
mother has never explained to 
them that two get more done than 
one. That it is okay to ask for 
a helping hand and that a team 
can run an endless amount of 
miles where one can only run 
until they have to stop.  

Some of my friends voted leave 
and when I asked them why, they 
explained to me that the jobs 
are getting taken, foreign 
people take all the time of the 
free health care away and all 
doctors are Asian. Number one: 
British born Asian people have 
nothing to do with Europe and 
are quite frankly; English. 
Number two: the health care 
system is only running on the 
great amount of “Asian” doctors, 
without them, the NHS would be 
lost and dead. I also always try 
to get through to them that I am 
that foreign person they are 
trying to get rid of. The answer 
is always: “no not like you, you 
are not the kind of foreign I’m 
talking about.” But am I not 
though? I am as European as you 
can get them, my accent might be 
flawless but I have been born 
and bred in a European country 
until I was 23 and I will try 
and get a job in England after 

my education. I might even 
become a doctor (although in 
English Literature; a doctor is 
a doctor).  
I don’t think half of the people 
who voted leave realised what 
they voted for, or at least 
that’s what I’d like to think.  

They got sold a fairytale, 
independent Britain and a job 
for grabs. However, this is not 
reality, a self-sufficient 
Britain will take decades to 
achieve, if ever. Only 49% of 
the food in Britain is produced 
in Britain itself, so to squeeze 
self-sufficiency out of the 
Brexit with a no-deal Brexit; 
the United Kingdom will need a 
proper dose of magic.  

Our Brexit wedding however, will 
most likely take place somewhere 
before the 29th of March so I 
c a n s t i l l g e t m y d u a l 
nationality because post-Brexit 
marriages between a UK citizen 
and a EU citizen will no longer 
let you carry two nationalities, 
therefore, one will have to give 
up their nationality.  

I am white and privileged, just 
like you Britain, and I am quite 
glad that you are at least not 
being racist here. 

Aukje Huijts
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In my city, people sit cross-legged in their doorways, listening to a 
shared radio and chatting until the early hours. You can see indie 
films for next to nothing at the local cinema, and graffiti on the 
walls depicts everyday superheroes; nurses and fire-fighters with 
colourful capes, flying high in the air.  

In my city, when the powers that be plastered walls with posters 
insisting we shouldn't help anyone who begs, people covered them with 
stickers promoting peace and hope and love.  

But fear breeds intolerance, and that morning the same hands that 
wave to Polish neighbours each day, put crosses in boxes marked Leave 
the European Union without knowing why. Guilty feet scurried 
hurriedly over cobbled streets, seeking out likeminded others to put 
their minds at ease, secretly hoping they would never have to face 
the consequences. That cross was nothing more than a middle finger, 
they said. But they chose the wrong vote, the wrong time to protest. 
They realised it soon enough.  

In my city, a homeless man from Latvia plays Greensleeves on his 
recorder, as people throw coins into his old flat cap, and bring him 
coffee and smiles.  

In my city, people look out for each other, no matter who they are or 
where they're from.  

This is not my city. Not anymore.  

  

My City
Anna Sanderson

Twitter: @annasanderson86



Brexit makes me anxious. Yesterday I 
p a n i c - t h o u g h t m y s e l f i n t o a 
dystopian nightmare whereby we ended 
up in a nutty far-right society 
w h e r e m i n o r i t i e s b e c a m e 
‘undesirables’, we had this stamped 
on our passport. The pound became 
worthless and suddenly I was trapped 
in this horrible, fucking  country 
who didn’t want me, but had walled 
me in with borders, oppression, and 
hate. Bear in mind that when I refer 
to myself as a minority, I am only 
r e f e r r i n g t o m y g e n d e r a n d 
sexuality. I am white British and I 
am terrified of Brexit. 

There’s so much talk of Brexit. So 
much hate,  
and statistics,  
and codenames,  
and meetings and summits,  
and apparently Jeremy Corbyn is 
anti-Semitic,  
and Theresa May dances with African 
children,  
and Boris cheated on his wife,  
and I can no longer focus on the 
issue at hand. What does Brexit mean 
for us? 

Why is everyone (including myself) 
encouraging the idea of a ‘Brexit 
wedding’? Why should I have to rush 
into getting married before 23:00 on 
29th March 2019 to make sure that I 
am not separated from my partner 
(who’s birth country is a 45 minute 
flight away, very similar culture, 
same language root) by borders and 
bureaucracy that we no longer fully 
understand? It’s not that we don’t 
want to get married, but how do you 
get families from two different 
countries (three if you factor in 
that they might ship my granddad 
back off to Scotland, I mean we 
don’t really know anything yet do 
we?), all together to celebrate a 
rush-job marriage between their two 
daughters? How disappointing will it 
be for them to see us down at the 
Town Hall in skinny jeans in the 
pissing rain?  How disappointing 
would it be for us if they couldn’t 
get over here in time for the 
w e d d i n g w e ’ r e s p r i n g i n g o n 
ourselves AND everyone else? When 
you know, you know, but I also 
know I would like a beautiful 
wedding that my partner and I 

deserve, and the time to plan it. 
You see why I’m anxious? These 
are huge life choices we’re being 
forced into making because of 
bullshit ‘facts’ spouted by the 
VoteLeave campaigns, the bullshit 
spouted by the far-right which only 
added fuel to the fire, and our 
government’s inability to actually 
come up with a plan.  

People are telling me to just “stop 
over-thinking”; “what will be, will 
be”; “we voted this way”, but I 
didn't. I didn’t vote to be trapped 
on a desolate little island, 
battered by wind and rain, alone 
with no support, probably going to 
sink into the ocean as the world 
continues to not recycle their 
fucking wine bottles, separated from 
my person by extortionate costs of 
flights, as I work for national 
institution that under a no-deal 
Brexit might forgo all my sick pay, 
annual leave, fair wages, and 
struggling to support myself alone 
as I do a PhD that will get me 
nowhere if there’s no free movement 
because really, in Brexit Britain 
what opportunities will there be for 
a doctor in Criminology? 

Then again, I heard that the home 
secretary said he was preparing for 
“civil disorder leading to wide 
spread unrest” “soldiers on the 
streets to cope with shortages of 
food, medicine and other goods” … 
have you ever seen the movie The 
Purge?  

I am, pre-morbidly, a worrier and a 
drama queen. But, this is all very 
real. What will I be post-Brexit? 
Will I be able to afford to eat? 
Will I be able to live the life that 
I want to; will I be able to study? 
Will I earn enough money? Will I be 
able to afford my prescriptions? 
Will I be able to see a doctor for 
free? Will I be able to see my 
dentist every 6 months and actually 
be able to afford the check up? Will 
I be able to afford travel to work? 
Will I be able to afford the roof 
over my head? Will I be able to 
survive? Will I be okay? What laws 
will they reverse? What human rights 
will they  allow us to keep? Will we 
be okay?  

Brexit makes me anxious

Amy Gainford 



Why Brexit is a pain in 
the ass  for travellers? 

Brexit. Yes, I know, I know. After spending years trying to unite Europe into 
one and establishing the European Union, one of the union’s members – United 
Kingdom – has decided to leave the EU (“Brexit”). In a referendum on 23rd June 
2016, 51.9% of the UK voted to leave the EU. The official UK’s “exit day” will 
be 29th March 2019. 

What is Brexit?  
 
Brexit – unsurprisingly – has a lot of various implications on the economy, 
society and individuals. Research studies have started popping out like 
mushrooms after rain, stating all the future challenges that 
UK’s businessesand higher education are going to face (and are already facing) 
because of this *stupid* decision. According to the Centre for European Reform, 
“the British economy is now 2.1% smaller than it would have been if, two years 
ago, Britain had voted to stay in the EU”. It’s like in that saying “you made 
the bed, now you have to sleep in it…”. 

Besides all the negative effects on the economy, there are also quite profound 
consequences for the individuals, especially for those who have enjoyed 
wandering in the European Economic Area without any restrictions. First of all, 
the strength of pound sterling has plunged by 19% post the referendum (see the 
graph below). What does that mean? Simply put, being able to afford less for 
the same amount of money abroad. This, in turn, means that travels just got 
more expensive for all the British residents. 

Brexit and Travel 

In addition, because the UK won’t be a member state of the EU anymore, 
inevitably a visa system will have to be introduced for British citizens that 
want to travel or work abroad. On this note, the European Commission has 
drafted plans to add Britain to a visa system (which would mean buying a visa 
every time a UK citizen was traveling abroad). Nothing is confirmed just yet 
and all the travellers residing in UK are anxiously waiting for the news on 
this matter. So far the main advice for UK citizens is this: travel as much as 
you can until December 31, 2020 whist it is still allowed to travel freely in 
the EEA area!

D r . V i t a   
Akstinaite
@avitute

http://twitter.com/markjfannon
https://www.politico.eu/article/12-things-brexit-ruined-eu/
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article/33/suppl_1/S155/3066079
https://www.cer.eu/insights/whats-cost-brexit-so-far
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Economic_Area
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5870055/Brussels-force-Britons-buy-visas-travel-EU.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/12-things-brexit-ruined-eu/
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/article/33/suppl_1/S155/3066079
https://www.cer.eu/insights/whats-cost-brexit-so-far
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Economic_Area
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-5870055/Brussels-force-Britons-buy-visas-travel-EU.html
http://twitter.com/markjfannon


Taking about traveling – I moved to London, UK from  Lithuania  in September 
2012. In the last 5 years I have made 50 trips to various countries abroad. Out 
of these 50 trips, 39 of them were in the  European Union  (yes, I have a 
tendency to visit some countries like Lithuania, Denmark or Germany over and 
over again…). Imagine having to get a visa for each one of these 39 trips? 

Finally, what about those travellers who want to visit UK? Same as above, if 
every person who visited me over the last 5 years would have had to go through 
all the hassle of getting a visa for entering the UK, I believe that the number 
of visitors I have hosted would have reduced dramatically. 

The bottom line is: Brexit might become a real pain in the ass for the 
travellers for a number of reasons. Because no one knows just yet whether UK 
and EU will settle for “hard” or “soft” Brexit, it is unclear what the future 
holds for those residing in UK and those who want to visit (or leave!) the 
country. 

In the meantime – make sure you go on your long Eurozone trip before the end of 
2020 and double check whether your country allows a dual citizenship  

Dr. Vita Akstinaite
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Lisa-Marie Sample

May day May day   
DC is out - the NHS is going down,   
while taxes inflate   
yet there's not enough   
in the pot to feed the future at 
lunch times.  

Priorities are misplaced,   
like the foundations built   
to home those without that   
will be bogged down   
within a few decades.   
Lost to a swamp of   
conservative promises.  

Unity twisted by U-turns   
and round a bout truth's   
millions invested for   
passports to be renewed,   
to hide a silent consensus   
that no one gives   
a fuck if they're red or blue.  

Priorities are mismatched   
like our plastic, paper   
and sterling currency.    
Or like the fact that even though   
it's post Brexit, our oh so 
important   
sense of solidarity and identity   
will be made in France?  

Our only common ground   
being the that bloody field of 
wheat   
and while you prance around like 
Julie Andrews   
the rest hang their head   
lips pressed together   
covering ears and closing eyes   
to block out the whistles over-
head   
of missiles echoing the names of   
innocent children that knew   
nothing other than violence.   
Silencing buzzing bees.  
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Still, single mothers are forced   
to bin dive to feed their kids   
because banks and tokens   
can only do so much.  

Still, homeless veterans wince   
as they try to sleep. Trying to   
remember a time when being a 
soldier   
meant more than  
  
This.   
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Stop Sipping the “Single Market” 
Kool-Aid! Part 1

It is the “single market” not immigration that drives down labour costs. 
I wanted to write this because due to Brexit there’s been a lot of talk about 
the single market and immigration, the pros and cons. I am seeing a phenomenon 
especially amongst young people where the kool aid of “single markets” is being 
sipped under the guise of being pro-European and/or pan-African. This very 
misguided position is sometimes perpetrated by the ‘woke’ social media 
intellectuals, some of whom study Economics and other related degrees at what 
the Trilateral Commission described as institutions responsible for the 
indoctrination of the young. Here, they are taught the religion of the single 
market and all its glory.* 
You’ll hear things like “if only African govts. created a single currency 
backed by Africa’s natural resources” (a meaningless statement since most 
currencies aren’t back by anything) or something like “not being in the single 
market would be TERRIBLE our economy”. We should unpack these sayings, but 
before that, let’s talk more about this mythical “free/single market”. 

The first point is this, THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A FREE/SINGLE MARKET. 
Markets are rigged by corporations and governments and are essentially 
monopolies, duopolies or something in between. The dogma behind the free market 
snake-oil is that both countries can trade tariff free across each other’s 
borders. Both the movement of capital and labour MUST be uninhibited in a free 
market. This is supposed to drive down cost for the consumer. However, the 
obvious reality is that the incorrectly named “single market” does little but 
pit workers against each other, capital can already move from country to 
country in milliseconds, while labour movement is heavily restrained. Take for 
example, a free trade deal on manufacturing between the U.K. and Nigeria. This 
means produced manufactured in Nigeria can be exported to the U.K. tariff free 
and vice versa, essentially making the U.K. and Nigeria one big manufacturing 
market without borders. 

This would pit a U.K. worker who gets paid in Pounds Sterling in competition 
with a Nigerian worker who gets paid in Naira. Given that the pound is a much 
stronger currency i.e. £1 = 400+ naira, the Nigerian worker is at an advantage. 
The U.K. worker now has a dilemma: 
1. Move to Nigeria to permanently to work there. 
2. Accept much lower wages to try and compete with the Nigerian worker. 

Either choice is not exactly palatable. Conversely, this also has a negative 
effect on Nigeria. As a much less technologically advanced country compared to 
the U.K., this would mean very little of the (white collar) managerial roles 
are available in Nigeria. This means they are unable to grow that sector of the 
economy and have to keep relying on the U.K. for it. Additionally, local 
Nigerian companies who want to fill that role in the market are shut out by the 
already established and much bigger U.K. firms, who they are now having to 
compete with. It is also very likely that the agreement would state that the 
Nigerian firm can’t compete with the U.K. one, since corporations always know 
this fact and protect themselves from it. That’d be like trying to start an 
online marketplace to compete with the likes of Amazon, eBay, Shpock etc. It is 
virtually impossible. Free trade agreements should be called “Investor Rights 
Agreements”. They simply assert the monopoly’s right to foreign markets. 

theblackpolitik
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If you want to understand the chasm between the Leave and Remain positions, 
this explains it. Travel outside the capital and you’ll see exactly what I 
described. Once bustling manufacturing towns now wastelands, empty and barren 
with nothing left but environmental damage and unemployment. These people have 
had to compete with much poorer Eastern European countries, most of which have 
weaker currencies and were in the old Soviet Union. These countries are 
Europe’s 3rd World. Here there is real hatred towards the EU and immigration 
comes from, so called “single markets”. Below is a map of Europe by minimum 
wage. 

The effect of the global single/free market regime is to force you, no matter 
how selfless and empathetic you are to root for horrific, near slave-like 
conditions in order to be able to afford life’s necessities and/or luxuries. 
They pay people $1.67 an hour so we can afford trainers for £40-£50. Nike would 
argue if they paid those workers more, they have to increase the price of their 
trainers (ignore the fact that they made $10 billion dollars last financial 
QUARTER), pitting you against a child slave in China. This is what the so-
called free market does. 

https://www.google.co.uk/amp/s/www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/ncna87951
https://news.nike.com/news/nike-inc-reports-fiscal-2018-fourth-quarter-and-full-year-results
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https://www.google.co.uk/amp/s/www.nbcnews.com/news/amp/ncna87951
https://news.nike.com/news/nike-inc-reports-fiscal-2018-fourth-quarter-and-full-year-results
https://news.nike.com/news/nike-inc-reports-fiscal-2018-fourth-quarter-and-full-year-results


In conclusion, free markets are only advocated for by our capitalist overlords, 
their charlatans in mainstream media and unwitting students who have been 
indoctrinated. As the modern economy becomes more abstract and speculative, 
there is little need for most countries to have a manufacturing base. Since 
capital can move around the world in seconds, there is a very high risk of 
collapse if a country doesn’t participate in this global Ponzi scheme. The risk 
of capital flight means workers are always at a disadvantage when it comes to 
organising and the situation will probably continue to get worse. Below is an 
example of how quickly stock can travel in seconds. 

This is what they want you to root for, global poverty. With regards to the 
little expanded on theory about “a single currency backed by natural 
resources”, I will be addressing that in part 2 of this article, “The Problem 
with a Single Currency”. 

*The terms free and single are synonymous 

Twitter: @AdeJoseph62

Ade Joseph
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My Holiday Reminder 
to Remain  

I’ve written once before about 
‘Brexit’ but having just returned 
from a cycling holiday in Belgium 
a n d T h e N e t h e r l a n d s , I ’ m 
unashamedly inspired to write 
again. 
I should start by admitting I was 
horrified on the day following the 
referendum in June 2016 when it 
became clear that the Leave 
campaign, with their dubious 
promises, half-truths and attention 
diversions, had managed to persuade 
51.89% of UK voters that to extract 
ourselves from the European Union 
was a good idea. 

Of course, two years later, it is 
still unclear, to me at least, what 
the whole charade is going to mean 
for the ordinary person (i.e. me) 
what it’s going to mean for my 
employment, my ability to move 
easily between countries and the 
value of currency in my pocket. 
But my holiday this year has 
reminded me of two things. 

Our first stop was Belgium. We 
cycled a path, which I later 
discovered was locally known as 
‘Death Street’, through the 
battlefields of the First World 
War. Cycling in the blazing 
sunshine surrounded by green 
fields, cattle, pretty villages and 
friendly fellow cyclists, it is 
hard to imagine the sheer horror of 
what took place there 100 years 
a g o . U n t i l y o u c o m e t o a 
reconstructed bunker, or an area 
that has been left with some 
archaeological description on an 
information board, or even, at one 
point an art installation of human 
skulls. Then it all becomes very 
real and moving. 

Later the same day we visited the 
Menin Gate in Ypres to find the 
memorial of my Great Great Uncle 
who was killed at Passchendaele in 
1917, three months before his 
second son was born. 
I couldn’t stay long.  

https://workingsbm.com



I wasn’t prepared for it to be so 
overwhelming to see the thousands 
of names of British Empire soldiers 
who were killed carved in stone. We 
found my ancestor among the 54,000. 
That’s not 54,000 who were killed. 
That’s 54,000 who don’t have a 
grave. It’s hard to describe the 
emotion but I felt like a shaken 
bottle of pop, the pressure built 
inside me and any small twist of 
the cap would have unleashed 
something that I was unprepared 
for. 
We took a photograph, remembered 
and we moved quickly on into the 
Remembrance Garden and the huge 
city walls. 

Following Belgium, we moved to 
Amsterdam to take in the sights of 
the city by bicycle. I hadn’t been 
aware that it was Pride weekend and 
the city was gearing for a major 
celebration. The vibe in the city 
was electric and it was the very 
d e f i n i t i o n o f d i v e r s i t y . A 
wonderful smash of Dutch history 
and their modern acceptance of who 
you are, whoever you are. 

T-shirt slogans said it all; 
• Keep calm and love who you 

want 
• We can be Heroes 
• This is me 
• Love is Love 

and my personal favourite; 
‘You look ridiculous if you dance. 
You look ridiculous if you don’t 
dance. So you might as well 
dance’ Gertrude Stein 

The city, as you can imagine, was 
busy. Bicycles, trams, cars, trucks 
and pedestrians come at you from 
all directions. It is scary and 
probably dangerous, but hugely 
exhilarating. Everyone just gets on 
with it, goes about their business 
and aims for their destination. 
It’s relaxed, very friendly and a 
truly wonderful place to spend 
time. 

So my holiday reminded me that 
Europe and us have been through a 
lot together. We’ve fought side by 
side. We remember our losses side 
by side. We don’t care about the 
ancestry or nationality of that 
name carved in stone, or who they 
loved, we remember them all for 
their sacrifice. One hundred years 
on, we continue to be grateful for 
the freedoms that they, and the 
next generation in World War 2, 
gave to us. 

My holiday then went on to remind 
me that we are just all the same. 
We want to laugh, love, share and 
be with each other, without 
barriers, borders and limitations. 
W e w a n t t o c e l e b r a t e o u r 
differences and be treated equally 
whatever our culture, nationality, 
gender or sexuality. 
So I’ll declare. 

I don’t want ‘Brexit’. In fact I 
want the opposite. I want to 
embrace my neighbours and the 
wonderful differences that Europe 
gives us. 

Thank you, J R Dunford for all that 
you gave me with your sacrifice and 
Thank you, Pride Amsterdam 2018 for 
being so wonderfully accepting of 
diversity. 
We are one world. We need to live 
in it together. 
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3 reasons why we young remoaners 
get annoyed at the fact that Brexit is 

still happening (Rant)

Today, Theresa May has refused to give in to requests for a second EU 
referendum, claiming that doing so would be “undemocratic”. Why would it be 
undemocratic exactly, I ask? Surely when a large enough quantity of British 
citizens would like a second referendum, it would be fair to comply? And if, as 
she claims, the people still want the UK to leave the European Union, then 
won’t the second vote not matter? 

1. Many of my peers would say to this “why are you so annoyed? we have voted 
for Brexit and you should accept that and move on”. My answer is this: 
Deception: During the run-up to the referendum, the Vote Leave campaign 
not only told the public lies such as “£350 million for the NHS” (when in 
fact the NHS will actually lose money through Brexit), but they also 
cheated in a way. Through this targeted deception, the public was fooled 
into thinking that Brexit was a good idea, and the UK would be just as 
well off, if not better,  out than in. 

2. Age: Those who did vote to leave, but were not fooled by the leave 
campaign’s trickery,   were generally driven by nostalgia, wanting the 
“good old British empire” back (over 70% of those over the age of 65 voted 
to leave, while 75% of under-25’s voted to remain). This tells us that the 
older generation has been the biggest influence on a decision that the 
public now knows will massively affect the futures, dreams and careers of 
young people, in ways that the main vote leave demographic (most likely) 
will never experience firsthand. 

3. The fact that Brexit is going terribly:   Since June 2016, the government 
has had more than 2 years to capably negotiate a Brexit deal with the 
European Commission, yet barely any headway has been made. While a minor 
portion of this could be blamed on the fact that the European Union are 
being quite difficult to negotiate with, most of this is to be blamed on 
the incompetence of the government. Jacob Rees-Mogg is mostly pulling the 
strings in the background, David Davis has resigned over a disagreement 
with the PM about the proposed “Chequers” deal, and the prospect of a no-
deal Brexit is worryingly looming over us more than ever. This would be 
even more of a disaster than an exit with the proposed deal. 

  
Be sure to sign the People’s Vote Petition if you want to see Brexit stopped 
for good. 

Mark Fannon

@markjfannon 
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“ I write opinion pieces, occasional short stories, and, increasingly, poetry. The ironic sad kind. 
Wordsworth on an opium come-down.   

Writing, for me, isn't something I love or hate to do, it's something that just IS - as necessary as eating 
or breathing. As mercurial as it is stoic. I think if I could write the story of my life without having to 
live it, I would. 

Dr Mike Jackson OBE is a retired botanist, agricultural research scientist, academic, and enthusiastic 
EU Remainer, who spent much of his career working on potatoes and rice in South and Central 
America, and the Philippines. In retirement he has expanded his interest in history, and has become 
an avid blogger - about anything that takes his fancy, which allows him to combine interests in writing 
and photography. In 2012 he received an OBE for his scientific work overseas.

Megan is currently the Editor- In- Chief at The Tab Leeds, and fashion writer at Student Wire, 
where she writes alongside her English and Creative Writing degree at Leeds Beckett 
University. When she is not writing, you will find her dreaming of New York, drinking 
cocktails, and trying to become the next Joan Didion.

Aukje Huijts is one of the curators of the Maelstrom Zine. She is a Dutch individual with a creative 
mind. Aukje studies at Leeds Beckett University to become something bigger and better than her sales 
assistant and callcenter background lets her be at the moment. Aukje was born and raised in 
Maastricht, the most beautiful place in The Netherlands, and has been living in Leeds (UK) for a little 
over 2 years now. Most of the creativity and the art Aukje produces, stems from the fact that her 
brain was wired in the ADHD mode. Poetry is an outlet for Aukje and she will forever try to explain 
the world in words and metaphors, which will sometimes rhyme. With her background in theatre, 
Aukje prefers Spoken Word to anything at the moment, which might change in a few months because; 

Jozef Ashley

Dr. Mike Jackson

Megan Slack 

Aukje Huijts

About the authors



Dr. Vita Akstinaite is a founder of travel and healthy lifestyle blog Fit on Trip and co-founder of fitness 
consulting services TwoFit. She also lectures at Murdoch University in Perth, Australia. 
For more, check: 

Fit On Trip: www.fitontrip.com 

“My name is Lisa-Marie Sample and I am from Peterborough. I'm currently at Leeds Beckett 
University in my third year studying English with Creative Writing and the majority of my 
works are the result of life writing. For my writing style, I enjoy utilising my dialect and slang 
to create characters and establish surroundings that are authentic to this day and age. In 
fact, for my dissertation I am going to be researching the impact slang can have upon 
creative works and whether or not this language device is an elevating technique or not.”

Ade Joseph is a private tutor who specialises in Maths and Physics. As an avid reader, he is 
deeply influenced by Chomsky. He publishes a bi-weekly blog in which he discusses politics, 
sociology, philosophy and everything in between. You can find his blog on WordPress: 

https://theblackpolitik.wordpress.com

Noir Cartoons is a former investment banker that is pursuing her creative interests. She is 
depicting portraits as well current political events in the form of cartoons and drawings. She 
can be found at @nosedrawingspolice on Instagram.  

Dr. Vita Akstinaite

Lisa-Marie Sample

Ade Joseph

Noir Cartoons

Amy Gainford is one of the curators of Maelstrom. She has a BSc in Criminology with Psychology, an 
MA in Criminal Justice and Criminology, and is about to start her PhD, conducting research on the 
psychosocial motivations behind cyber-violence.  Her research interests include; cyber-violence, online 
fandoms, true crime studies, deviance, and youth and social media. Her general interests include: 
creepy things, cats, true crime, Halloween, listening to same emo albums she did 13 years ago, and 
the movie Hocus Pocus.  She continues to study Dutch. She can successfully say 2.5 full phrases after 

Amy Gainford 

https://fitontrip.com/
https://www.twofit.co.uk/
http://www.fitontrip.com/
https://theblackpolitik.wordpress.com
https://theblackpolitik.wordpress.com
https://fitontrip.com/
https://www.twofit.co.uk/
http://www.fitontrip.com/

